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IN THE CLAIMS : 

P]casc replace the previous version of the claims with the following clean 
version, wherein claims L, 8, 9, 16, 24, and 34 incorporates new amendments thereto, 
no claims have been cancelled, and claims 39-58 have been adclecf 
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) . (Once Amended) An upholstcry^ad, comprising: 

a panel having a front surface, a bapK surface, and a plurality of edges 
extending from said front surface to spra back surface, said panel further having a 
fixed portion, a first hinging axis^md a first flap, said first flap being divided from 
said fixed portion along said first hinging axis, said first flap being continuously 
pivotable about said first/hinging axis between a first relaxed position and a ftrst 
biased position; 

a paddingyrnember having a front surface and a back surface, at least a portion 
of said back surface of said padding member being adhesively attached to said front 
surface of s^id panel, wherein said padding member extends across said first hinging 
axis; a.nc 

a sheet having a front surface and a back surface, at least a portion of said 
b&6k surface of said sheet being adhesively attached to said front surface of said 
/padding member; 

wherein pivoting said first flap about said First hinging axis away from said 
first relaxed position and toward said first biased position causes a first force to be 
produced which urges said first flap to be pivoted about said first hinging axis toward 
said first relaxed position. 



2. An upholstery pad, according to claim 1 , wherein said first force is at 
least partially caused by said padding member being placed in tension when said first 
flap is pivoted about said first hinging axis away from said first relaxed position and 
toward said first biased position. 

3. An upholstery pad, according to claim 1, wherein said fixed portion is 
mechanically fastened to a substructure 

4. An upholstery pad, according to claim 3, wherein said sheet extends 
across and is adhesively attached to at least one of said edges of said panel and 
extends onto and is adhesively attached to said back surface of said panel. 

5. An upholstery pad, according to claim 3, wherein said panel is 
perforated along a path parallel to said first hinging axis. 
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6. An upholstery pad, according to claim 3, wherein said first flap is 
detached from said fixed portion along a path parallel to said first hinging axis. 

7. An upholstery pad, according to claim 3, wherein said front surface of 
said panel is scored along a path parallel to said first hinging axis 





(Once Amended) An upholstery pad, according to claim 3, wherein 
said fixed portion of said panel is fastened to said substructure by at least one push- 
type panel fastener. 

9. (Gfnce Amended) An upholstery pad, according to claim 1, wherein 
r said panel having a second flap, said second flap being continuously pivotable, with 
respect to s^id fixed portion, along a second hinging axis between a second relaxed 
position And a second biased position; 

/wherein a portion of said padding member extends across at least a portion of 
said/second hinging axis; and 

wherein pivoting said second flap about said second hinging axis from said 
fecond relaxed position toward said second biased position causes a second force to 
^c produced which urges said second flap to be pivoted about said second hinging 
axis toward said second relaxed position. 



10. An upholstery pad, according to claim 9, wherein said second force is 
at least partially caused by said padding member being placed in tension when said 
second flap is pivoted about said second hinging axis away from said second relaxed 
position and toward said second biased position. 

11. An upholstery pad, according to claim 9, wherein said sheet extends 
across and is adhesively attached to at least one of said edges of said panel and 
extends onto and is adhesively attached to said back surface of said panel. 

12. An upholstery pad, according to claim 9, wherein said panel is 
perforated along a path parallel to said second hinging axis. 
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13 An upholstery pad, according to claim 9 T wherein said second flap is 
detached from said fixed portion along a path parallel to .said second hinging axis 

14. An upholstery pad, according to claim 9, wherein said front surface of 
said panel is scored along a path parallel to said second hinging axis. 

15. An upholstery pad, according to claim 9, wherein said fixed portion is 
mechanically fastened to a substructure. 



Lnr ( C^nce Amended) An upholstery pad, according to claim 1 5, wherein 
said fixed portion of said panel is fastened to said substructure by at least one push- 
type panel fastener. . ■ 



/ 

17. A method of constructing an upholstery pad having a first flap which, 
when said first flap is pivoted about a first hinging axis from a first relaxed position 
toward a first biased position, is urged to be pivoted about said first hinging axis 
toward said first relaxed position, said method comprising the steps of: 

providing a panel having a front surface, a back surface, and a plurality of 
edges extending from said front surface to said back surface; 

creating a first hinge along a first hinging axis in said panel to divide a first 
flap of said panel from a fixed portion of said panel, wherein said first flap is 
continuously pivotable about said first hinging axis between a first relaxed position 
and a first biased position; 

providing a padding member having a front surface and a back surface; 

immersing said padding member into a bath of adhesive resin to saturate said 
padding member with said adhesive resin; 

extracting excess resin from said padding member; 

placing said padding member, which has been immersed into said bath of 
adhesive resin and from which said excess resin has been extracted, onto a 
predetermined location on said front surface of said panel so that said padding 
member extends across said first hinging axis and so that at least a portion of said 
back surface of said padding member is in contact with said front surface of said 
panel; 
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providing a sheet having a front surface and a back surface; 

draping said sheet over said front surface of said padding member and said 
front surface of said panel to produce an upholstery pad assembly, wherein at least a 
portion of said back surface of said sheet is in contact with said front surface of said 
padding member; 

placing said upholstery pad assembly onto a first beatable platen of a press 
having said first beatable platen and a second beatable platen, 

mating said first heatable platen and said second heatable platen so as to 
capture said upholstery pad assembly between said first heatable platen and said 
second heatable platen for a predetermined period of time and at a predetermined 
temperature to create a bonded upholstery pad assembly; 

separating said first heatable platen from said second heatable platen; and 

removing said bonded upholstery pad assembly from said first heatable platen. 

18. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 17, 
further comprising the steps of: 

attaching said sheet to at least one of said plurality of edges of said panel; and 
attaching said sheet to said back surface of said panel 

1 9. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 17, 
further comprising the step of trimming excess of said sheet from said bonded 
upholstery pad assembly. 

20. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 17, 
further comprising the step of generating at least one attachment hole in said fixed 
portion of said panel which is capable of receiving a mechanical fastener for attaching 
said fixed portion of said panel to a substructure. 

21 . A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 17, 
wherein said step of creating a first hinge comprises perforating sard panel along a 
path parallel to said first hinging axis. 
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22. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 1 7, 
wherein said step of creating a first hinge comprises detaching said First flap from said 
fixed portion along a path parallel to said first hinging axis. 

23. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 1 7, 
wherein said step of creating a first hinge comprises scoring said front surface of said 
pane) along a path parallel to said first hinging axis. 




24. (Once Amended) A method of constructing an upholstery pad, 
according to claim 17, wherein said panel further having a second flap which, when 
said second ilap is pivoted about a second hinging axis from a second relaxed position 
toward a/second biased position, is urged to be pivoted about said second hinging axis 
towani said second relaxed position, said method further comprising the step of 
creating a second hinge along a second hinging axis in said panel to divide said 
second flap of said panel from said fixed portion of said panel; 

wherein said second flap is continuously pivotabte about said second hinging 
axis between a second relaxed position and a second biased position; and 

wherein said padding member extends across said second hinging axis. 



25. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 24, 
wherein said step of creating a second hinge comprises perforating said panel along a 
path parallel to said second hinging axis. 

26 A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 24, 
wherein said step of creating a second hinge comprises detaching said second flap 
from said fixed portion along a path parallel to said second hinging axis. 

27. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 24, 
wherein said step of creating a second hinge comprises scoring said front surface of 
said panel along a path parallel to said second hinging axis. 

2S. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 24, 
further comprising the step of generating at least one attachment hole in said fixed 
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portion of said panel which is capable of receiving a mechanical fastener for attaching 
said fixed portion of said panel to a substructure. 

29. A method of constructing an upholstery pad having a first flap which, 
when said first flap is pivoted about a first hinging axis from a first relaxed position 
toward a first biased position, is urged to be pivoted about said first hinging axis 
toward said first relaxed position, said method comprising the steps of: 

providing a panel having a front surface, a back surface, and a plurality of 
edges extending from said front surface to said back surface; 

creating a first hinge along a first hinging axis in said panel to divide a first 
flap of said panel from a fixed portion of said panel, wherein said first flap is 
continuously pivotable about said first hinging axis between a first relaxed position 
and a first biased position, 

providing a padding member having a front surface, a back surface, and a 
thickness; 

placing said padding member onto a predetermined location on said front 
surface of said panel so that said padding member extends across said first hinging 
axis and so that at least a portion of said back surface of said padding member is in 
contact with said front surface of said panel; 

attaching said padding member to said panel with an adhesive; 

providing a sheet having a front surface and a back surface; 

placing said sheet onto a predetermined location on said front surface of said 
padding member so that at least a portion of said back surface of said sheet is in 
contact with said front surface of said padding member; and 

attaching said sheet to at least a portion of said panel with an adhesive. 

30. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 29 f 
further comprising the step of generating at least one attachment hole in said fixed 
portion of said panel which is capable of receiving a mechanical fastener for attaching 
said fixed portion of said panel to a substructure. 
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31. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 29, 
wherein said step of creating a first hinge comprises perforating said panel along a 
path parallel to said first hinging axis. 

32. A. method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 29, 
wherein said step of creating a first hinge comprises detaching said first flap from said 
fixed portion along a path parallel to said first hinging axis. 

33. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 29, 
wherein said step of creating a first hinge comprises scoring said front surface of said 
panel along a path parallel to said first hinging axis. 




34. (Once Amended) A method of constructing an upholstery pad, 
according to claim 2Q< / wherein said panei further having a second flap which, when 
said second flap is^pi voted about a second hinging axis from a second relaxed position 
toward a second biased position, is urged to be pivoted about said second hinging axis 
toward saija second relaxed position, said method further comprising the step of 
creatim^a second hinge along a second hinging axis in said panel to divide said 
secopu flap of said panel from said fixed portion of said panel; 

wherein said second flap is continuously pivotable about said second hinging 
/xis between a second relaxed position and a second biased position; and 

wherein said padding member extends across said second hinging axis. 



35. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 34, 
wherein said step of creating a second hinge comprises perforating said panel along a 
path parallel to said second hinging axis. 

36. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 34 > 
wherein said step of creating a second hinge comprises detaching said second flap 
from said fixed portion along a path parallel to said second hinging axis. 
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37. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 34, 
wherein said step of creating a second hinge comprises scoring said front surface of 
said panel along a path parallel to said second hinging axis 

38. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 14, 
further comprising the step of generating at least one attachment hole in said fixed 
portion of said panel which is capable of receiving a mechanical fastener for attaching 
said fixed portion of said panel to a substructure. 



m 1, wherein said fixed portion is 





40. (Mew) An upholstery na'd for mounting on a substructure, comprising: 
a panel having a front surfac^ a back surface, and a plurality of edges 
extending from said front surface/to said back surface, said panel further having a 
fixed portion, a first hinging a^s and a first flap, said first flap being divided from 
said fixed portion along said/first hinging axis, said first flap being continuously 
pivotable about said first hinging axis between a first relaxed position and a first 
biased position; 

a padding mender having a front surface and a back surface, at least a portion 
of said back surface M said padding member being adhesively attached to said front 
surface of said pan/l, wherein said padding member extends across said first hinging 
axis; and 

a sheet Waving a front surface and a back surface, at least a portion of said 
back surface of said sheet being adhesively attached to said front surface of said 
padding merr/ber; 

whe/ein pivoting said first flap about said first hinging axis away from said 
first relaxed position and toward said first biased position causes a first force to be 
produced/which urges said first flap to be pivoted about said first hinging axis toward 
firs/ relaxed positioned wherein said first flap is positioned in said first biased 



said 

positiort when said upholstery pad is positioned in said substructure such that said 
uphol/tery pad is maintained in position in said substructure by a friclional force 
berw/cn said upholstery pad and said substructure by said first force. 
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41. (New) Anu 
portion is adapted to cover 




pad, according to claim 40, wherein said fixed 
said substructure. 




1 



Ay. (New) An upholstery pad, according to claim 40, wherein said first 
force iZ least partially caused by said padding member being placed in tension when 
said Lx flap is pivoted about said first hinging axis away from said first relaxed 
portion and toward said first biased position. 

43. C!<Jew) An upholstery pad, according to claim 40, wherein said fixed 
portion is mec/anically fastened to said substructure. 

. upholstery pad, according to claim 42, wherein said sheet 
extends across and is adhc^lyam^^ edges of said panel 

and extends onto and .s adhesively attached tolald^baBr^te^id panel 

45. (Ne/ An upholstery pad, according to claim 42, wherein said panel is 
perforated alonge/path parallel to said first hinging axis. 

46 /(New) An upholstery pad, according to claim 42, wherein said first 
flap ,s deta/ed from sa ld fixed portion along a path parallel to said first hinging axis. 

(New) An upholstery pad, according to claim 42, wherein said front 
surfac/of said panel is scored along a path parallel to said first hinging axis. 

4&/ (New) An upholstery pad, according to claim 42, wherein said fixed 
portioyof said panel is fastened to said substructure by at least one push-type panel 
fastener 

49. (New) An upholstery pad, according to claim 40, wherein said panel 
having a second flap, said second flap being continuously pivotable, with respect to 
said fixed pjrtion, along a second hingmg axis between a second relaxed position and 

a second loiased position; 

.herein a portion of said padd.ng member extends across at least a portion of 

said second hinging axis; and 

I I 
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wniein pivoting said second flap about said second hinging axis from said 
second/relaxed position toward said second biased position causes a second force to 
be pZuced which urges said second flap to be pivoted about said second hinging 
axyS toward said second relaxed position. 

^QvJew) An upholstery pad, according to claim 4R, wherein said second 
flap is positioneduT^uTS^^ pos.tion when said upholstery pad is 

positioned in said substructure su^hat^^^ pad is maintained in position 
in said substructure by a frictional force betwee^a^tiphQlst^^and said 
substructure by said second force. ^""'^ 

'1 . (New) An upholstery pad, according to claim 48, where.n said second 
force/at least partially caused by said padding member being placed in tension when 
{econd flap is pivoted about said second hinging axis away from said second 
position and toward said second biased position. 



sai 



taxed _ 

52^~^ewiAn upholstery pad, according to claim 48, wherein said sheet 
extends across TnoSs^s!^^ one of said edges of said panel 

and extends onto and is adhesively attachel^o^tr^acUurface of said panel. 

53. (NeW) An upholstery pad, according to claim 48, wherein said panel is 
perforated along /path parallel to said second hinging axis. 

54. / (New) An upholstery pad, according to claim 4$, wherein said second 
flap is delved from said fixed portion along a path parallel to said second hinging 

axis. 

^55. (New) An upholstery pad, according to claim 48, wherein said front 
surfjL of said panel is scored along a path parallel to said second hinging axis 

56 ^(New^-Aa_u£holstery pad, according to claim 48, wherein said fixed 
portion is mechanically fastened to asur. 
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yT^yt^^ upholstery pad, according to claim 55, wherein said fixed 
portion of said paneliTfel^^ least one P^h-type panel 

fastener. % 

^58 (New) An upholstery pad. according to claim 40, wherein said fixed 
Mlion is substantially rigid. 
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